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How to control them

The most effective control method is to inspect trees and bushes between
autumn and spring and remove any “tents” or caterpillars by pruning the
twigs they are on, place them in a metal bucket to burn on site.

Always wear gloves, goggles and cover exposed areas of skin. This is
because the tents and caterpillars will release the allergic hairs if disturbed.

If you are unfortunate to get the caterpillar hairs on you, the skin should
be washed with soapy water and calamine lotion applied if necessary. The
irritation will normally only last a couple of days, but if it persists or you
have a severe reaction, see your doctor.

This information is provided for advice only. Crawley Borough Council
does not provide a treatment service to remove affected leaves etc. from
private property. However, some commercial pest control companies may
offer to visit for a fee and remove affected foliage.



