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1. Introduction

11

1.2

1.3

1.4

This Topic Paper is part of the evidence base for the Crawley Borough Local
Plan 2024 — 2040'. It clarifies the position of the Local Plan in relation to
potential future growth and expansion at Gatwick Airport over the Plan
period and provides a summary of the technical information supporting the
council’s approach to Gatwick Airport which is detailed in the submission
Local Plan policies:

e GAT1: Development of the Airport with a Single Runway

e GAT2: Safeguarded Land

e GAT3: Gatwick Airport Related Parking

e GAT4: Employment Uses at Gatwick

e EC7: Hotel and Visitor Accommodation

e DD5: Aerodrome Safeguarding

Other policies relevant to the safeguarding section of this Topic Paper, but
also covered in more detail in Topic Paper 2: Employment Needs and Land
Supply are:

e Policy EC1: Sustainable Economic Growth and

e Policy EC4: Strategic Employment Location.

Policy ST4: Safeguarding of a Search Corridor for a Crawley Western Link
Road is also addressed in the section on safeguarded land.

Aircraft noise is a key issue related to Gatwick Airport but it is not covered in
this Topic Paper, (except in relation to safeguarding), as the Development
and Noise Policy EP4 is explained in more detail in the Local Plan Annex and
Topic Paper 7: Development and Noise which address this key issue for the
borough.

This Topic Paper and the Local Plan policies are supported by the
Sustainability Appraisal?.

2. Background

2.1
2.11

2.1.2

Crawley Borough Local Plan 2015

The Crawley Borough Local Plan was adopted in December 2015. It includes
the same suite of four policies related to Gatwick Airport as listed in
paragraph 1.1 above, albeit that the wording of the policies has now been
amended in some cases.

The Local Plan Inspector considered the extent of safeguarding required by
Policy GAT2, particularly in the light of representations regarding
employment sites across the safeguarded area. Information available at that
time on the southern runway scheme, as submitted by GAL to the Airports
Commission? showed no detail for the area to the east of the airport,

! Submission Draft Crawley Borough Local Plan (May 2023) CBC

2 Crawley Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environmental Assessment (2023) CBC

3 Gatwick Airport: A Second Runway for Gatwick Our April 2014 Runway Options
https://www.gatwickairport.com/globalassets/publicationfiles/business_and community/all public_publications/second run

way/consultation full.pdf and Gatwick Airport Consultation document: Plan 0A-3C (Layout, Boundary, noise contour plans)

https://www.gatwickairport.com/globalassets/publicationfiles/business and community/all public_publications/second run

way/pull_out_maps.pdf

4


https://www.gatwickairport.com/globalassets/publicationfiles/business_and_community/all_public_publications/second_runway/consultation_full.pdf
https://www.gatwickairport.com/globalassets/publicationfiles/business_and_community/all_public_publications/second_runway/consultation_full.pdf
https://www.gatwickairport.com/globalassets/publicationfiles/business_and_community/all_public_publications/second_runway/pull_out_maps.pdf
https://www.gatwickairport.com/globalassets/publicationfiles/business_and_community/all_public_publications/second_runway/pull_out_maps.pdf
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referencing it as “Ancillary and Surface Transport facilities including parking”.
The Local Plan Inspector considered (para 80%) that ‘the large area of surface
parking for which most of this land is provisionally identified in the Gatwick
Master Plan represents a sub-optimal use of land, given its scarcity, and that
decked parking could free up land for employment uses. However, the
safeguarded area has been identified for many years, it is endorsed by the
Civil Aviation Authority, and there is no compelling evidence to suggest it
would not all be required should a second runway be built’. On this basis,
echoing the approach for the Core Strategy (2008) Inspector, he concluded
that “it is difficult to identify on a contingent basis the precise area of land
required for such a complex major project and it is not unreasonable to
include some flexibility even if not all the land is ultimately used”.

The Inspector also considered in para. 81 whether a strategic employment
allocation should be made east of the airport at Gatwick Green, but did not
accept the promoter’s proposal, in anticipation that a national decision would
be forthcoming on the location for additional runway capacity and on lifting
safeguarding and that this would pre-empt a decision about the location of a
strategic employment site. Gatwick Airport safeguarding was therefore
retained through the 2015 Local Plan.

Policy GAT3, Gatwick Airport Related Parking, which restricts additional or
replacement parking, where there is demonstrable evidence of need, to
within the airport boundary, received particular scrutiny at the Examination
into the 2015 Local Plan. In his report, concluding that Policy GAT3 is sound,
the Local Plan Inspector endorsed the policy approach, observing in para. 88
that “there is obvious logic to the argument that car parks close to the
terminals will minimise the length of car journeys for most people, and that
on-airport provision is therefore a more sustainable option..... Furthermore,
given the scarcity of land in Crawley and the available capacity at the airport,
there is a strong argument that the priority for land which becomes available
outside the airport should be a more productive use such as housing or
employment”.

The Local Plan approach in Policy GAT3 was subsequently challenged at the
High Court. The Challenge had centred on the 2015 SA/SEA assessment
regarding the sustainability of airport-related parking being permitted in on-
airport or off-airport locations. The claimant had contended that airport-
related parking on and off airport operates in various different ways,
including Meet and Greet, and Park and Ride, but only two fundamental
options had been assessed in the SA/SEA which did not consider the possible
alternatives of imposing limitations on off-airport parking. However, Mr
Justice Collins® ruled against the quashing of Policy GAT3, concluding that the
approach taken in the SEA was compliant with regulation 12(2) of the 2004
Regulations, as the Inspector had found when reviewing the soundness of the

“Report on the Examination into Crawley Borough Local Plan 2015-2030 (2 November 2015) Inspector Martin Pike BA MA MRTPI.
https://crawley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/PUB270981.pdf

5 Holiday Extras Ltd v Crawley Borough Council [2016] EWHC 3247 (Admin)
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2016/3247.html



https://crawley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/PUB270981.pdf
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2016/3247.html
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Local Plan. The judgement confirmed that the alternative put forward by the
council was lawful, and it was not considered necessary for the council to
specify particular ways in which off-airport parking could be approached as
an alternative to purely on-airport parking in the Plan in order to comply with
the Regulations.

Section 106 Agreement: The latest version of the S106 Agreement was
signed between Gatwick Airport Limited (GAL), West Sussex County Council
(WSCC) and Crawley Borough Council (CBC) in May 2022. This supports the
growth of the airport by making best use of its existing one runway, two
terminal configuration, whilst ensuring that measures are in place to
minimise its short and longer-term environmental impacts. It also considers
how the councils around the airport work together to bring benefits to the
Airport and the communities it serves and affects.

Gatwick Airport Supplementary Planning Document (SPD): An SPD for
the Airport was adopted in 2008 but, as the January 2023 Local Development
Scheme® sets out, this document will be updated in light of the Local Plan
Review, the Gatwick Airport Masterplan’ 2019, updates to the S106
Agreement between CBC, WSCC and GAL, the application for a Development
Consent Order (DCO) and national aviation policy.

National Policy

The National Planning Policy Framework® (NPPF) 2021 sets out the
purpose of the planning system to contribute to the achievement of
sustainable development, linking the three overarching economic, social and
environmental objectives. In relation to the economic objective, para 8a
outlines the need ‘to help build a strong, responsive and competitive
economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is available in the
right places and at the right time to support growth, innovation and improved
productivity; and by identifying and coordinating the provision of
infrastructure’. Para. 8b outlines the social objective to support strong,
vibrant and healthy communities, and para. 8c outlines the environmental
objective to protect and enhance our natural, built and historic environment,
including through making effective use of land, minimising waste and
pollution and mitigating and adapting to climate change.

Chapter 15 of the NPPF provides more guidance on planning in relation to
conserving and enhancing the natural environment. Para 174 states Planning
policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local
environment by:...

d) minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity;

e) prevent new development from contributing to...... unacceptable levels of
soil, air, water, noise pollution or land instability. Development should,
wherever possible, help to improve local environmental conditions such as air

7

and water quality....”.

6 Crawley Borough Council Local Development Scheme 2023-2025 https://crawley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-
01/Local%20Development%20Scheme.pdf

7 gatwick-master-plan-2019.pdf (gatwickairport.com)

8 National Planning Policy Framework (2019) MHCLG


https://crawley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-01/Local%20Development%20Scheme.pdf
https://crawley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-01/Local%20Development%20Scheme.pdf
https://www.gatwickairport.com/globalassets/business--community/growing-gatwick/master-plan-2019/gatwick-master-plan-2019.pdf
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With specific reference to biodiversity, para 180 a) of the NPPF states “if
significant harm to biodiversity resulting from a development cannot be
avoided (through locating on an alternative site with less harmful impacts),
adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, compensated for, then planning
permission should be refused...

In relation to Pollution, the NPPF in para 185 states “Planning policies and
decision should also ensure that new development is appropriate for its
location taking into account the likely effects (including cumulative effects) of
pollution on health, living conditions and the natural environment, as well as
the potential sensitivity of the site or the wider area to impacts that could
arise from the development. In doing so they should:

mitigate and reduce to a minimum potential adverse impacts resulting from
noise from new development- and avoid noise giving rise to significant
adverse impacts on health and quality of life”...

limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on local amenity...”

Para 186 requires compliance with relevant limit values for pollutants, and also
states that opportunities to improve air quality or mitigate impacts should be
identified.

In relation specifically to Promoting Sustainable Transport para 106 states
that: “Planning policies should...

c) identify and protect, where there is robust evidence, sites and routes which
could be critical in developing infrastructure to widen transport choice and
realise opportunities for large scale development; ...

e) provide for any large scale transport facilities that need to be located in the
area, and the infrastructure and wider development required to support their
operation, expansion and contribution to the wider economy. In doing so they
should take into account whether such development is likely to be a nationally
significant infrastructure project and any relevant national policy
statements;”

The National Aviation Policy Framework, 2013°, para. 5.8 also references the
same wording in the NPPF, and confirms it “could apply to airport
infrastructure”. In para. 5.9 it states: “Land outside existing airports that may
be required for airport development in the future needs to be protected
against incompatible development until the Government has established any
relevant policies and proposals in response to the findings of the Airports
Commission, which is due to report in summer 2015.”

The independent Airports Commission examined the scale and timing of any
requirement for additional runway capacity in the south east and published

its final report in July 2015, This unanimously concluded that the proposal
for a new Northwest runway at Heathrow presented the strongest case to

9 National Aviation Policy Framework, 2013
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/153776/aviation-policy-

framework.pdf
10 Airports Commission Final Report July 2015
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/440316/airports-

commission-final-report.pdf



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/153776/aviation-policy-framework.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/153776/aviation-policy-framework.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/440316/airports-commission-final-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/440316/airports-commission-final-report.pdf
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meet the need it had confirmed for additional capacity in the south east. It
also highlighted the need for shorter term increases in capacity at other
airports. Following the conclusions of the Airports Commission, and upon
further work and consultation, the government adopted the “Airports
National Policy Statement, (ANPS): new runway capacity and infrastructure
at airports in the South East of England”'?, in June 2018. This confirmed the
government’s position that (para. 2.32) “there is clear and strong evidence
that there is a need to increase capacity in the South East of England by 2030
by constructing one new runway” and identifies that the Northwest Runway
at Heathrow is the government’s preferred scheme. The ANPS, para 1.38
states that the “Airports NPS does not affect Government policy on wider
aviation issues for which the 2013 Aviation Policy Framework still apply”.

In February 2020, the Court of Appeal ruled that the government had failed
to take the 2015 Paris climate agreement into account in its support for a
third runway at Heathrow, ruling that the ANPS was unlawful. With the ANPS
held to be of no effect by the Court of Appeal, national policy at that time
reverted back to the 2013 Aviation Policy Framework. The government
accepted the Court of Appeal decision, but Heathrow challenged it through
the Supreme Court and a judgement was made on 16 December 2020. Giving
a summary of the Supreme Court's ruling, Lord Sales found that the Secretary
of State’s decision to support Heathrow’s third runway was lawful and that
he was under 'no obligation' to discuss the Paris Agreement separately in the
ANPS. The Supreme Court unanimously concluded the appeal should be
allowed and that the decision of the Court of Appeal is 'set aside'. The ANPS
is not affected by any unlawfulness and is valid.

Also published in June 2018, in the document “Beyond the Horizon: The
Future of UK Aviation: Making best use of existing runways”*?, the
government recognises that the Department for Transport (DfT)’s more
recent aviation forecasts (2017) were predicting higher levels of growth than
those taken account of in the Airports Commission’s work, reflecting
accelerated growth at London’s main airports. This was found to be putting
pressure on existing infrastructure, despite significant financial investments
by airports over the past decade.

“Beyond the Horizon”, para 1.29, therefore states clearly that “the
Government is supportive of airports beyond Heathrow making best use of
their existing runways”. However, it recognises that “the development of
airports can have negative as well as positive local impacts, including on noise
levels”... and therefore “consider that any proposals should be judged by the
relevant planning authority taking careful account of all relevant
considerations, particularly economic and environmental impacts and

11 “Ajrports National Policy Statement, (ANPS): new runway capacity and infrastructure at airports in the South East of
England”!?, DfT June 2018
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/858533/airports-nps-

new-runway-capacity-and-infrastructure-at-airports-in-the-south-east-of-england-web-version.pdf

12 Beyond the Horizon: The Future of UK Aviation: Making best use of existing runways
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/714069/making-best-use-

of-existing-runways.pdf



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/858533/airports-nps-new-runway-capacity-and-infrastructure-at-airports-in-the-south-east-of-england-web-version.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/858533/airports-nps-new-runway-capacity-and-infrastructure-at-airports-in-the-south-east-of-england-web-version.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/714069/making-best-use-of-existing-runways.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/714069/making-best-use-of-existing-runways.pdf
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proposed mitigations.” In para 1.22, the document makes it clear that “The
government recognises the impact on communities living near airports and
understands their concerns over local environmental issues, particularly noise,
air quality and surface access. As airports look to make the best use of their
existing runways, it is important that communities surrounding those airports
share in the economic benefits of this, and that adverse impacts such as noise
are mitigated where possible”. It expects the majority of local environmental
concerns to be taken into account as part of the consideration of planning
applications. “Beyond the Horizon” does flag the main issues raised in
response to the Aviation Strategy Call for Evidence, and in para 1.9 states
that “most of the concerns raised can be addressed through our existing
policies as set out in the Aviation Policy Framework 2013”.

2.2.10 The government’s draft Aviation Strategy, “Aviation 2050; The Future of UK
Aviation”®® was published in December 2018, covering all aspects of aviation
including planning for airport growth. The draft document aimed to achieve a
safe, secure and sustainable aviation sector that meets the needs of
consumers and a global, outward-looking Britain. It supported the growth of
aviation and the benefits this would deliver, but recognised that “its growth
must be sustainable — with affected communities supported and the
environment protected” (Section 3). Para 3.3 recognised that “Growth can
have significant environmental impacts which affect local communities and
increase emissions. There are also significant infrastructure constraints which
require urgent attention, such as the need to modernise our airspace, improve
transport links to airports and consider whether new runways are required.
Therefore, while the government supports continued growth in aviation over
the next 30 years, it also believes that the UK must be more ambitious on
environmental protection to ensure that growth is sustainable”. The
document sought to clarify the overarching policy, originally set out in para
17 of the 2013 Aviation Policy Framework, “to limit and, where possible,
reduce the number of people in the UK significantly affected by aircraft noise
as part of a policy of sharing benefits of noise reduction with industry in
support of sustainable development.” It also introduced a new objective to
“limit, and where possible, reduce total adverse effects on health and quality
of life from aviation noise”.

2.2.11 The draft document (para 3.11, 3.12) stated that the government believed
forecasted aviation demand up to 2030 could be met through expansion at
Heathrow and by other airports making best use of their existing runways
subject to environmental issues being addressed. It noted that the Airports
Commission recognised that whilst there may be a demand case beyond
2030, there is not necessarily a corresponding environmental or commercial
case and that the government is not at the point of making a decision on long
term need. The document stated that the government proposes to ask the
National Infrastructure Commission (NIC) to include airport capacity in future

13 “Aviation 2050; The Future of UK Aviation”?
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/769695/aviation-2050-
web.pdf



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/769695/aviation-2050-web.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/769695/aviation-2050-web.pdf
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national infrastructure assessments to determine whether there is a needs
case for further runways beyond 2030. If a need is identified, the draft
document outlined ways in which it could be addressed including through a
National Infrastructure Commission sector study; an independent
commission (like the Airports Commission); or an aviation NPS to either set
out the criteria any development consent application would need to meet, or
by naming airport(s). It suggested the government’s preferred approach was
to set criteria but not name specific airports, and to let the industry decide
whether and when to bring forward applications.

2.2.12 With regard to the safeguarding of land for airport growth, the draft Aviation
Strategy stated in para 3.66, “Several airports safequard land for future
developments. The safeguarded land can be a mix of airport, council and
private ownership, depending on the individual airport’s circumstances. It is
prudent to continue with a safeguarding policy to maintain a supply of land
for future national requirements and to ensure that inappropriate
developments do not hinder sustainable aviation growth. The National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) has restated the government’s
commitment to “identify and protect, where there is robust evidence, sites
and routes which could be critical in developing infrastructure to widen
transport choice”. The government believes that this provides sufficient
guidance for local authorities to consider the future needs of airports and
their associated surface access requirements, when developing local plans”.
The Aviation 2050 document was published after the ANPS supporting
expansion at Heathrow was in place.

2.2.13 The Second National Infrastructure Commission Baseline Report, November
2021'4, identifying the key challenges for the coming decades and making
recommendations for the second National Infrastructure Assessment,
anticipated to be published in the second half of 2023 states “Although
airports can have an impact on economic outcomes — they facilitate global
trade, provide jobs, and can be globally significant assets — any consideration
of aviation and levelling up is dependent on future demand for air travel
following the Covid-19 pandemic, and the approach to expanding runway
capacity in the South East, which is currently unclear. The second Assessment
will therefore not further consider airport capacity, although interurban
connectivity to international gateways will be included.” p63.

2.2.14 In May 2022 the government produced “Flightpath to the Future”?>,
recognising that whilst much remained the same as in the Aviation 2050
consultation, wider changes had arisen as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic
and the opportunities arising from Brexit. The new document therefore sets
out the government’s strategic framework for aviation over the next ten
years. It recognises the value of the aviation industry to the UK economy,
and focuses on four key themes:

14 Revised-Second-National-Infrastructure-Assessment-Baseline-Report.pdf (nic.org.uk)

15 Flightpath to the Future DfT May 2022
https://assets.publishing.service.qov.uk/qgovernment/uploads/system/uploads/attachment _data/file/1079042/flightpath-to-

the-future.pdf
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https://nic.org.uk/app/uploads/Revised-Second-National-Infrastructure-Assessment-Baseline-Report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1079042/flightpath-to-the-future.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1079042/flightpath-to-the-future.pdf
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- Enhancing global impact for a sustainable recovery

- Embracing innovation for a sustainable future (Jet Zero)

- Realising benefits for the UK (recognising the key role airport expansion
has in realising benefits for the UK through boosting global connectivity
and levelling up)

- Delivery for users

In setting out its support of airport growth where it is justified, the document

refers to the existing policy frameworks (Beyond the Horizon, and the

Airports National Policy Statement), clarifying that these statements are the

most up to date policy on planning for airport development. It states they

continue to provide a robust framework for airports to grow within strict
environmental criteria, and that the expansion of any airport must meet its
climate change obligations to be able to proceed.

The government published its Jet Zero Strategy in July 2022, This again
emphasises the key role the aviation sector has for the national economy,
though recognises the impact aviation has on global warming and the
essential need for it to decarbonise. Its aim is to bring together government,
industry and academia to accelerate change and innovation in new carbon
reduction technologies and sustainable aviation fuels, whilst allowing
sustainable airport growth. The Strategy sets the overall goal for net zero UK
aviation emissions by 2050, as well as a goal for all domestic flights to achieve
net zero by 2040, and for all airport operations in England to be zero
emission in the same year. It sets an emission reduction strategy for the
whole sector, suggesting progress will be monitored through five-year
reviews. The document recognises the need for international action and
commits to continuing to take part in this, including negotiating for
agreement on a long-term goal for international aviation C0; emissions, and
strengthening the Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International
Aviation.

Jet Zero clarifies, in para 3.57, that “we can achieve Jet Zero without the
Government needing to intervene directly to limit aviation growth.” In para
3.61 the document states “The Government’s existing planning policy
frameworks, along with the Jet Zero Strategy and the Flightpath to the Future
strategic framework for aviation, have full effect and are material
considerations in the statutory planning process for proposed airport
development.” The associated footnote clarifies that these policy
frameworks are Beyond the Horizon and the Airports National Policy
Statement.

16 Jet Zero Strategy Delivering net zero aviation by 2050 DfT July 2022

https://assets.publishing.service.qov.uk/qgovernment/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/1095952/jet-zero-

strategy.pdf
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2.3 Evidence

Gatwick Master Plan

2.3.1 The Gatwick Airport Master Plan’ (July 2019), through its Scenario 1,
anticipates capacity on its single runway could increase to between 58 and 61
million passengers per annum (mppa) by 2032/33. The Master Plan sets out
two further scenarios for growth of the airport; through bringing into
operational use the existing standby runway (Scenario 2), and through
continuing to safeguard land for an additional wide-spaced runway to the
south of the airport (Scenario 3).

2.3.2 The Gatwick Airport Master Plan Scenario 2 sets out proposals to bring its
Northern Runway into regular operational use, it currently being restricted by
planning condition to use only in emergency situations or when the main
runway is undergoing planned maintenance. Referred to as the Northern
Runway Project (NRP), this would increase capacity of the airport to 70mmpa
in 2032. Growth as per Scenario 2 will require new development at the
Airport and is the subject of an ongoing Development Consent Order
application which now assumes the capacity of the airport with the Northern
Runway Project to be over 75mppa in 2038 and around 80.3mppa in 2047, an
increase of approximately 13 mppa compared to the 2038 and 2047 future
baseline.

2.3.3 Gatwick Airport Master Plan, para 5.4.1, states that Gatwick is no longer
actively pursuing Scenario 3 plans for an additional southern runway, but
outlines that there nevertheless remains the possibility that the airport may
wish to build and operate one in the future. The document states that it is in
the national interest to continue with the strategy of land safeguarding and
recommends (para 5.4.12) that the Local Planning Authorities continue to
safeguard land for a southern runway, conforming to the safeguarding
boundary identified in Plan 21 of its Master Plan. The Gatwick Airport Master
Plan also makes specific reference to an amended airport boundary, based on
GAL's land ownership, and recommends (para 2.3.6) that their “boundary
represented in Plan 4 is adopted by other organisations wanting to illustrate
the perimeter of the airport”. Through representations submitted during the
Local Plan review process, GAL has reiterated its position that land should
continue to be safeguarded.

Economic Growth Assessment

2.3.4 The Northern West Sussex Economic Growth Assessment (January 2020) its
Crawley focused update (September 2020) and further update in January
2023 undertake robust economic analysis to forecast future employment
land and floorspace needs. Based on Experian Baseline Job Growth
projections, there is need for 26.2 hectares new business land in Crawley to
2040, significantly within the industrial'® sector. Taking account of Crawley’s
employment land supply pipeline, there remains outstanding need for a

17 Gatwick Airport Master Plan July 2019 https://www.gatwickairport.com/globalassets/business--community/growing-
gatwick/master-plan-2019/gatwick-master-plan-2019.pdf

18 |ndustrial is specifically defined as uses falling within Class B2 (general industrial) and Class B8 (storage & distribution).
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minimum 13.73ha new industrial land that needs to be planned for through
the Local Plan. The requirement to safeguard land for a possible southern
runway has historically impacted on Cra