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 Crawley Borough Local Plan 2021-2037  
 

Statement of Representation Procedure and Notification of Public 
Consultation Submission Local Plan: 6 January – 17 February 2021 

 
Regulation 19, 20 and 35 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 

(England) regulations 2012 
 

The submission Local Plan sets out the council’s vision for the development of 
Crawley from 2021-2037. This is a Local Plan Review that contains strategic 
planning policies and principles which will shape the future of the town and will be 
used in the consideration of planning applications. 
 
The publication of the submission Local Plan for Crawley is being made available for 
representations over a six week statutory consultation period starting on Wednesday 
6 January – Wednesday 17 February 2021. During this period the Local Plan will be 
published and made available alongside other supporting documents, including the 
draft Sustainability Appraisal and Habitat Regulations Assessment. 
 
Making a representation 
 
If you would like to comment on the submission Local Plan you will be required to 
comment on whether you consider the plan to comply with legal requirements, the 
duty to cooperate, and whether the document is sound. 
 
Representations must be received by the Borough Council no later than 5pm on 17 
February 2021 or they will not be considered. 
 
All representations received within the statutory consultation period will be submitted 
to the Secretary of State, who will appoint an Inspector to carry out an independent 
examination of the Local Plan and its evidence base.   
 
Representations should be provided in writing. This can be done by completing and 
submitting the standard representation form using the following methods: 

Online: using the council’s eform at www.crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview 

• Email: strategic.planning@crawley.gov.uk  

• Post: Forward Planning, Crawley Borough Council, Town Hall, The 
Boulevard, Crawley RH10 1UZ. 

 
Paper copies of the representation form and guidance notes can be viewed online, 
and printed out, at www.crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview.  
 
Document availability 
 
During the representation period the submission Local Plan and all of its supporting 
documents will be available to view online at www.crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview 
 
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, paper copies of the documents are not currently 
available in the Town Hall or the Libraries.  

 
Please indicate in your representations if you would like to be notified of future stages 
of the Local Plan, including the submission of the Local Plan for independent 
examination, the publication of the Inspector’s recommendations and the adoption of 
the Local Plan.  
 
For more information visit www.crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview, email us at 
strategic.planning@crawley.gov.uk or call us on 01293 438624. 
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Ref No: 

 

 

 

Office use only 

Crawley Submission draft Local Plan Representation 

Please return your completed representation form to Crawley Borough Council  
by 5pm on 17 February 2021. 

Representations can be made via this form and emailed to strategic.planning@crawley.gov.uk or 
sent via post to: Local Plan Consultation, Strategic Planning, Crawley Borough Council, Town Hall, 
The Boulevard, Crawley, RH10 1UZ. Alternatively, representations can be made online using the 
eform which allows attachments of documents. 
 

 This form has two parts: 

PART A – Personal details 

By law, representations cannot be made anonymously. All representations will be 
published alongside your name, company name (if applicable), and your client’s 
name/company (if applicable). The Council will use the information you submit to 
assist with formulating planning policy. 

Further information about Data Protection Rights in line with the provisions of the 
General Data Protection Regulations and Data Protection Act 2018, for example, how 
to contact the Data Protection Officer, how long information is held or how we process 
your personal information can be found at www.crawley.gov.uk/privacy. Specific 
reference to the Local Plan and planning policy related public consultation can be 
found here. 

PART B – Your representation 

Please fill in a separate sheet for each representation you wish to make. You may 
submit multiple “PART B” sections with a single “PART A” completed. 

PART A – Personal details 

Please ensure that you complete all fields in 1. If a planning agent is appointed, please enter the 
Title, Name and Organisation in 1, and complete the full contact details of the agent in 2. 

 1. Personal details  2. Agent’s details 

Title:    

First name:    

Surname:    

Organisation:    

Address line 1:    
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Address line 2:    

Town/city:    

Postcode:    

Telephone:    

Email:    

PART B – Your representation 

 

3.   Please tick the document that you would like to make a representation on: 

   Crawley submission Local Plan 

   Crawley submission Local Plan Map 

   Crawley submission Sustainability Appraisal 

   Habitats Regulation Assessment Screening Report 

4.   Which part of the Local Plan does this representation relate to?  

Paragraph:  Policy:  Other:  

5.   Do you consider the Local Plan to be: (Please tick) 

5.1.   Legally compliant? Yes  No  

5.2.   Sound? Yes  No  

5.3.   Compliant with the duty to co-operate? Yes  No  

6.   Please give details explaining your response to 5.1, 5.2, or 5.3 below. Please be as clear 
as possible. 
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If required, please continue your response on an additional piece of paper and securely attach it to this response  

7.   Please set out what modification(s) you consider necessary to resolve the issues you 
have identified above. You need to state why this modification will make the Local Plan 
legally compliant or sound. It would be helpful if you are able to suggest how the 
wording of any policy or text should be revised. Please be as clear as possible. Any non-
compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7



If required, please continue your response on an additional piece of paper and securely attach it to this response 

 Your representation should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and supporting 
information necessary to support/justify the representation and the suggested modification, as 
there will not normally be a subsequent opportunity to make further representations. After this 
stage, further submissions will only be at the request of the Inspector, based on the 
matters and issues s/he identifies for examination. 

8.   If your representation is seeking a modification, do you consider it necessary to 
participate in the public examination hearings? (Please tick) 

 No, I do not wish to participate in 
the examination hearings 

 Yes, I wish to participate in the  
examination hearings 

 

9.   If you wish to participate in the public examination hearings, please outline why you 
consider this to be necessary: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who have 
indicated that they wish to participate at the public examination. 

If you would like to make a representation on another policy or part of the Local Plan then 
please complete a separate PART B section of the form or securely attach an additional piece 
of paper. Copies of the representation form can also be downloaded from the council’s 
website at: www.crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview  

 

 Signature  Date  
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Ref No: 

 

 

 

Office use only 

Crawley Submission draft Local Plan Representation 

Please return your completed representation form to Crawley Borough Council. 

Representations can be made via this form and emailed to strategic.planning@crawley.gov.uk or 
sent via post to: Local Plan Consultation, Strategic Planning, Crawley Borough Council, Town Hall, 
The Boulevard, Crawley, RH10 1UZ. Alternatively, representations can be made online using the 
eform which allows attachments of documents. 
 

 This form has two parts: 

PART A – Personal details 

By law, representations cannot be made anonymously. All representations will be 
published alongside your name, company name (if applicable), and your client’s 
name/company (if applicable). The Council will use the information you submit to 
assist with formulating planning policy. 

Further information about Data Protection Rights in line with the provisions of the 
General Data Protection Regulations and Data Protection Act 2018, for example, how 
to contact the Data Protection Officer, how long information is held or how we process 
your personal information can be found at www.crawley.gov.uk/privacy. Specific 
reference to the Local Plan and planning policy related public consultation can be 
found here. 

PART B – Your representation 

Please fill in a separate sheet for each representation you wish to make. You may 
submit multiple “PART B” sections with a single “PART A” completed. 

PART A – Personal details 

Please ensure that you complete all fields in 1. If a planning agent is appointed, please enter the 
Title, Name and Organisation in 1, and complete the full contact details of the agent in 2. 

 1. Personal details  2. Agent’s details 

Title:    

First name:    

Surname:    

Organisation:    

Address line 1:    
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Address line 2:    

Town/city:    

Postcode:    

Telephone:    

Email:    

PART B – Your representation 

 

3.   Please tick the document that you would like to make a representation on: 

   Crawley submission Local Plan 

   Crawley submission Local Plan Map 

   Crawley submission Sustainability Appraisal 

   Habitats Regulation Assessment Screening Report 

4.   Which part of the Local Plan does this representation relate to?  

Paragraph:  Policy:  Other:  

5.   Do you consider the Local Plan to be: (Please tick) 

5.1.   Legally compliant? Yes  No  

5.2.   Sound? Yes  No  

5.3.   Compliant with the duty to co-operate? Yes  No  

6.   Please give details explaining your response to 5.1, 5.2, or 5.3 below. Please be as clear 
as possible. 
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If required, please continue your response on an additional piece of paper and securely attach it to this response  

7.   Please set out what modification(s) you consider necessary to resolve the issues you 
have identified above. You need to state why this modification will make the Local Plan 
legally compliant or sound. It would be helpful if you are able to suggest how the 
wording of any policy or text should be revised. Please be as clear as possible. Any non-
compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination. 
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If required, please continue your response on an additional piece of paper and securely attach it to this response 

 Your representation should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and supporting 
information necessary to support/justify the representation and the suggested modification, as 
there will not normally be a subsequent opportunity to make further representations. After this 
stage, further submissions will only be at the request of the Inspector, based on the 
matters and issues s/he identifies for examination. 

8.   If your representation is seeking a modification, do you consider it necessary to 
participate in the public examination hearings? (Please tick) 

 No, I do not wish to participate in 
the examination hearings 

 Yes, I wish to participate in the  
examination hearings 

 

9.   If you wish to participate in the public examination hearings, please outline why you 
consider this to be necessary: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who have 
indicated that they wish to participate at the public examination. 

If you would like to make a representation on another policy or part of the Local Plan then 
please complete a separate PART B section of the form or securely attach an additional piece 
of paper. Copies of the representation form can also be downloaded from the council’s 
website at: www.crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview  

 

 Signature  Date  
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The Local Plan is published so that formal comments supporting or objecting to the Local 
Plan can be made before it is submitted to the Secretary of State. These comments will be 
considered alongside the submitted Plan, which will be examined by a Planning Inspector. 
If you previously submitted a response to the Regulation 19 consultation carried out 
between 20 January and 2 March 2020, you do not have to re-submit your response. 
However, new responses on the changes which have been made to the Local Plan 
subsequently or the new updated evidence documents are welcomed. Responses from 
the previous Regulation 19 consultation will be submitted along with responses received 
in this consultation. Please let us know in writing if you are responding to withdraw your 
previous objections. 
This six-week consultation will run from 6 January 2021 until 5pm on 17 February 2021. Any 
responses received after this date will not be accepted. 
For further information please see the website www.crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview or call 
us on 01293 438624. 
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All comments must be submitted in writing. You can do this: 
 
Online: We have created an easy to use online eform to save you time. To submit your response 

online, visit crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview where you can find the form, write 
your comments and upload any additional information that you would like to submit to 
support your representation. Once you have left your comments click ‘submit’ and we 
will do the rest. 

 
On paper: There is also a paper form you can use if you prefer. Once you have completed the paper 

form, please send it to the Town Hall, along with any additional information you would like 
to submit, either: 

 
By post to: Local Plan Consultation 

Strategic Planning 
Crawley Borough Council 
Town Hall 
The Boulevard 
Crawley 
RH10 1UZ 

 
By email to: strategic.planning@crawley.gov.uk  

 
Copies of the representation forms can be found online at crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview.  
 
Documents and forms are not available within the Town Hall due to the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
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Crawley Submission Local Plan consultation notes and 
representation guidance 

 
Please use these notes to help you complete your comments. 

 

1. Introduction 
 
1.1. Formal comments supporting or objecting to 

the Local Plan can be made before it is 
submitted to the Secretary of State for 
independent examination by a Planning 
Inspector. The purpose of the examination is 
to consider whether the Local Plan complies 
with legal requirements, including the duty to 
co-operate and is sound. In order for your 
comments to be considered by the Inspector 
alongside the submitted Local Plan, all 
comments must adhere to the guidelines 
outlined in this document. 

 
1.2. To ensure an effective and fair examination, 

it is important that the Inspector and all 
other participants in the examination 
process are able to know who has made 
representations on the Local Plan. 
Crawley Borough Council will therefore 
ensure that the names and addresses of 
those making representations can be 
made available and taken into account by 
the Inspector. 

 
 
2. Legal compliance and duty to 

co-operate 
 
2.1. The Inspector will first check that the Local 

Plan meets the legal requirements and the 
duty to co-operate before moving on to test 
for soundness. 

 
2.2. You should consider the following before 

making a comment on legal compliance: 
 

• The Local Plan should be included in the 
current Local Development Scheme (LDS) 
and the key stages should have been 
followed. The LDS is a programme of 
work prepared by Crawley Borough 
Council, which sets out details of the 
Local Development Documents (LDDs) 
that the council intends to produce, and 
outlines the key stages and timetable 
involved in producing each document. 
The LDS is on the council’s website and 
available at the Town Hall. 

 
• The process of community involvement 

should be in accordance with the council’s 
Statement of Community Involvement 
(SCI). The SCI sets out the council’s 
strategy for involving the community in the 
preparation and revision of LDDs (including 
Local Plans) and the consideration of 
planning applications. 

 
• The Local Plan should comply with the 

Town and Country Planning (Local 
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. 
This requires that upon publication of the 
Local Plan, the council must publish the 
necessary documents and make them 
available to view at the Town Hall and on 
its website. The council must also inform 
the Local Plan bodies and anyone who has 
asked to be notified. 

 
• The council is required to provide a 

Sustainability Appraisal Report when it 
publishes its Local Plan. This should identify 
how the Sustainability Appraisal has been 
carried out, the baseline information used 
to inform the process and the outcomes. 
The Sustainability Appraisal helps to 
assess policies to ensure they reflect social, 
environmental and economic factors. 

 
2.3. The Local Plan must comply with the duty 

to co-operate. This is a legal duty requiring 
local planning authorities, county councils 
and public bodies to engage constructively 
and actively on an ongoing basis to take 
account of cross-boundary issues. You 
should consider the following before 
making comments on compliance with 
the duty to co-operate: 

• Councils will be expected to provide 
evidence of how they have complied with 
the duty to co-operate. 
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• Non-compliance with the duty to co-
operate cannot be rectified after the 
submission of the Local Plan. The Inspector 
has no power to recommend modifications. 
Where the duty has not been complied 
with, the Inspector has no choice but to 
recommend non-adoption of the 
Local Plan. 

 
3. Soundness 

 
3.1. The Inspector has to be satisfied that the 

Local Plan is positively prepared, justified, 
effective and consistent with national policy. 
• Positively prepared – providing a 

strategy which, as a minimum seeks to 
meet the area’s objectively assessed 
needs, and is informed by agreements 
with other authorities, so that unmet 
need from neighbouring authorities is 
accommodated where it is practical to 
do so and is consistent with achieving 
sustainable development; 

• Justified – an appropriate strategy, taking 
into account the reasonable alternatives, 
and based on proportionate evidence; 

• Effective – deliverable over the plan period 
and based on effective joint working on 
cross-boundary strategic matters that 
have been dealt with rather than deferred, 
as evidenced by the statement of common 
ground; and 

• Consistent with national policy – enabling 
the delivery of sustainable development 
in accordance with the policies in the 
National Planning Policy Framework. 

 
3.2. If you think the content of the Local Plan is 

not sound because it does not include a policy 
where it should do, you should go through the 
following steps before making comments: 

• Is the issue with which you are concerned 
already covered specifically by national 
planning policy? If so it does not need to be 
included. 

• Is the issue with which you are concerned 
already covered by another policy in 
this Local Plan? 

• If the policy is not covered elsewhere, in 
what way is the Local Plan unsound without 
the policy? 

• If the Local Plan is unsound without the 
policy, what should the policy say? 

4. General advice 
 
4.1. If you wish to make a comment which is 

seeking a modification to the Local Plan or 
part of the Local Plan you should set out 
clearly in what way you consider the Local 
Plan or part of the Local Plan is legally 
non-compliant or unsound, having regard 
as appropriate to the soundness criteria in 
paragraph 3.1 above. Your representation 
should be supported by evidence where 
possible. It will be helpful if you also say 
precisely how you think the Local Plan 
should be modified. 

 
4.2. You should provide succinctly all the 

evidence and supporting information 
necessary to support your representation 
and your suggested modification. You should 
not assume that you will have a further 
opportunity to make submissions. Any 
further submissions after the Local Plan has 
been submitted for examination may only 
be made if invited by the Inspector, based 
on the matters and issues he or she 
identifies. 

 
4.3. Where groups or individuals share a common 

view on the Local Plan, it would be very 
helpful if they would make a single 
representation which represents that view, 
rather a large number of separate 
representations repeating the same points. 
In such cases the group should indicate how 
many people it is representing and how the 
representation has been authorised. 

 
4.4. Please consider carefully how you would like 

your representation to be dealt with in the 
examination: whether you are content to rely 
on your written representation, or whether you 
wish to take part in hearing session(s). 
Only representors who are seeking a change 
to the Local Plan have a right to be heard at 
the hearing sessions(s), if they so request. In 
considering this, please note that written and 
oral representations carry the same weight 
and will be given equal consideration in the 
examination process. 
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The Local Plan is published so that formal comments supporting or objecting to the Local 
Plan can be made before it is submitted to the Secretary of State. These comments will be 
considered alongside the submitted Plan, which will be examined by a Planning Inspector. 
If you previously submitted a response to the Regulation 19 consultation carried out 
between 20 January and 2 March 2020, you do not have to re-submit your response. 
However, new responses on the changes which have been made to the Local Plan 
subsequently or the new updated evidence documents are welcomed. Responses from 
the previous Regulation 19 consultation will be submitted along with responses received 
in this consultation. Please let us know in writing if you are responding to withdraw your 
previous objections. 
 

For further information please see the website www.crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview or call 
us on 01293 438624. 
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All comments must be submitted in writing. You can do this: 
 
Online: We have created an easy to use online eform to save you time. To submit your response 

online, visit crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview where you can find the form, write 
your comments and upload any additional information that you would like to submit to 
support your representation. Once you have left your comments click ‘submit’ and we 
will do the rest. 

 
On paper: There is also a paper form you can use if you prefer. Once you have completed the paper 

form, please send it to the Town Hall, along with any additional information you would like 
to submit, either: 

 
By post to: Local Plan Consultation 

Strategic Planning 
Crawley Borough Council 
Town Hall 
The Boulevard 
Crawley 
RH10 1UZ 

 
By email to: strategic.planning@crawley.gov.uk  

 
Copies of the representation forms can be found online at crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview.  
 
Documents and forms are not available within the Town Hall due to the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
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Crawley Submission Local Plan consultation notes and 
representation guidance 

 
Please use these notes to help you complete your comments. 

 

1. Introduction 
 
1.1. Formal comments supporting or objecting to 

the Local Plan can be made before it is 
submitted to the Secretary of State for 
independent examination by a Planning 
Inspector. The purpose of the examination is 
to consider whether the Local Plan complies 
with legal requirements, including the duty to 
co-operate and is sound. In order for your 
comments to be considered by the Inspector 
alongside the submitted Local Plan, all 
comments must adhere to the guidelines 
outlined in this document. 

 
1.2. To ensure an effective and fair examination, 

it is important that the Inspector and all 
other participants in the examination 
process are able to know who has made 
representations on the Local Plan. 
Crawley Borough Council will therefore 
ensure that the names and addresses of 
those making representations can be 
made available and taken into account by 
the Inspector. 

 
 
2. Legal compliance and duty to 

co-operate 
 
2.1. The Inspector will first check that the Local 

Plan meets the legal requirements and the 
duty to co-operate before moving on to test 
for soundness. 

 
2.2. You should consider the following before 

making a comment on legal compliance: 
 

• The Local Plan should be included in the 
current Local Development Scheme (LDS) 
and the key stages should have been 
followed. The LDS is a programme of 
work prepared by Crawley Borough 
Council, which sets out details of the 
Local Development Documents (LDDs) 
that the council intends to produce, and 
outlines the key stages and timetable 
involved in producing each document. 
The LDS is on the council’s website and 
available at the Town Hall. 

 
• The process of community involvement 

should be in accordance with the council’s 
Statement of Community Involvement 
(SCI). The SCI sets out the council’s 
strategy for involving the community in the 
preparation and revision of LDDs (including 
Local Plans) and the consideration of 
planning applications. 

 
• The Local Plan should comply with the 

Town and Country Planning (Local 
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. 
This requires that upon publication of the 
Local Plan, the council must publish the 
necessary documents and make them 
available to view at the Town Hall and on 
its website. The council must also inform 
the Local Plan bodies and anyone who has 
asked to be notified. 

 
• The council is required to provide a 

Sustainability Appraisal Report when it 
publishes its Local Plan. This should identify 
how the Sustainability Appraisal has been 
carried out, the baseline information used 
to inform the process and the outcomes. 
The Sustainability Appraisal helps to 
assess policies to ensure they reflect social, 
environmental and economic factors. 

 
2.3. The Local Plan must comply with the duty 

to co-operate. This is a legal duty requiring 
local planning authorities, county councils 
and public bodies to engage constructively 
and actively on an ongoing basis to take 
account of cross-boundary issues. You 
should consider the following before 
making comments on compliance with 
the duty to co-operate: 

• Councils will be expected to provide 
evidence of how they have complied with 
the duty to co-operate. 
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• Non-compliance with the duty to co-
operate cannot be rectified after the 
submission of the Local Plan. The Inspector 
has no power to recommend modifications. 
Where the duty has not been complied 
with, the Inspector has no choice but to 
recommend non-adoption of the 
Local Plan. 

 
3. Soundness 

 
3.1. The Inspector has to be satisfied that the 

Local Plan is positively prepared, justified, 
effective and consistent with national policy. 
• Positively prepared – providing a 

strategy which, as a minimum seeks to 
meet the area’s objectively assessed 
needs, and is informed by agreements 
with other authorities, so that unmet 
need from neighbouring authorities is 
accommodated where it is practical to 
do so and is consistent with achieving 
sustainable development; 

• Justified – an appropriate strategy, taking 
into account the reasonable alternatives, 
and based on proportionate evidence; 

• Effective – deliverable over the plan period 
and based on effective joint working on 
cross-boundary strategic matters that 
have been dealt with rather than deferred, 
as evidenced by the statement of common 
ground; and 

• Consistent with national policy – enabling 
the delivery of sustainable development 
in accordance with the policies in the 
National Planning Policy Framework. 

 
3.2. If you think the content of the Local Plan is 

not sound because it does not include a policy 
where it should do, you should go through the 
following steps before making comments: 

• Is the issue with which you are concerned 
already covered specifically by national 
planning policy? If so it does not need to be 
included. 

• Is the issue with which you are concerned 
already covered by another policy in 
this Local Plan? 

• If the policy is not covered elsewhere, in 
what way is the Local Plan unsound without 
the policy? 

• If the Local Plan is unsound without the 
policy, what should the policy say? 

4. General advice 
 
4.1. If you wish to make a comment which is 

seeking a modification to the Local Plan or 
part of the Local Plan you should set out 
clearly in what way you consider the Local 
Plan or part of the Local Plan is legally 
non-compliant or unsound, having regard 
as appropriate to the soundness criteria in 
paragraph 3.1 above. Your representation 
should be supported by evidence where 
possible. It will be helpful if you also say 
precisely how you think the Local Plan 
should be modified. 

 
4.2. You should provide succinctly all the 

evidence and supporting information 
necessary to support your representation 
and your suggested modification. You should 
not assume that you will have a further 
opportunity to make submissions. Any 
further submissions after the Local Plan has 
been submitted for examination may only 
be made if invited by the Inspector, based 
on the matters and issues he or she 
identifies. 

 
4.3. Where groups or individuals share a common 

view on the Local Plan, it would be very 
helpful if they would make a single 
representation which represents that view, 
rather a large number of separate 
representations repeating the same points. 
In such cases the group should indicate how 
many people it is representing and how the 
representation has been authorised. 

 
4.4. Please consider carefully how you would like 

your representation to be dealt with in the 
examination: whether you are content to rely 
on your written representation, or whether you 
wish to take part in hearing session(s). 
Only representors who are seeking a change 
to the Local Plan have a right to be heard at 
the hearing sessions(s), if they so request. In 
considering this, please note that written and 
oral representations carry the same weight 
and will be given equal consideration in the 
examination process. 
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Crawley Local Plan Consultation 
 
Crawley Borough Council has launched the next stage of consultation on its 
Local Plan. 
 
The six-week consultation, which begins on Wednesday 6 January, is for local 
residents, businesses and other interested stakeholders to make formal 
representations on any policy or allocation in the Local Plan. 
 
If you previously submitted a response to the Regulation 19 consultation, 
carried out between 20 January and 2 March 2020, you do not have to re-
submit your response. However, new responses on the changes which have 
been made to the Local Plan subsequently or the new updated evidence 
documents are welcomed. Responses from the previous Regulation 19 
consultation will be submitted along with responses received in this early 2021 
consultation. Please let us know in writing if you are responding to withdraw 
your previous objections. 
 
Crawley Borough Council’s vision for Crawley is “a modern, vibrant town that 
stands proud of its achievements and uses its strengths to reach its potential. 
Its strong and diverse communities, neighbourhood structure, sustainable 
economic growth and excellent connections within and beyond the region will 
make it a place that people enjoy and want to live, work and visit”. 
 
The Local Plan is an important document, setting out the strategic priorities for 
Crawley and the planning policies to deliver: 

• Homes and jobs 

• Provision of retail, leisure and other commercial development 

• Provision of infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, water 
supply, wastewater, flood risk management, and energy 

• Provision of community, social and cultural infrastructure and other 
local facilities 

• Climate change mitigation and adaptation 

• Conservation and enhancement of the natural, built and historic 
environment, including landscape and green infrastructure 

• Sustainable Growth of Gatwick Airport. 
 
The draft submission Local Plan includes: 

• Planning for a minimum of 5,320 new homes within the borough, 
meeting the local housing needs for a mix of house types and sizes, 
and including affordable housing. 

• Meeting the borough’s future employment needs through protection 
and improvement of existing Main Employment Areas and the 
allocation of a new Strategic Employment Site, alongside supporting 
skills development, arts and culture and office provision. 

• Enabling healthy lifestyles and well-being through good urban design, 
securing accessible and inclusive design from all new developments, 
protection and enhancements of existing open space, sports, play and 
recreation facilities, prioritising the use of accessible and reliable 

23



sustainable transport and active travel, and ensuring new development 
is supported by necessary infrastructure provision. 

 
Councillor Peter Smith, Cabinet member for Planning and Economic 
Development, said: “This consultation is the last chance for residents to tell us 
what they think before it is examined by a Planning Inspector. 
 
"So if you're interested in the future sustainable development of our town 
please take part in this stage of consultation.” 
 
The consultation runs until 5pm on 17 February. Comments must be based on 
whether you consider the plan to comply with legal requirements, the duty to 
co-operate and whether the plan is sound. 
 
All responses will go to a Planning Inspector appointed by the Secretary of 
State. 
 
To have your say and for more information on the Crawley Local Plan visit 
http://www.crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview  
 
You can also email your comments to strategic.planning@crawley.gov.uk or 
send them to Local Plan Consultation, Strategic Planning, Crawley Borough 
Council, Town Hall, The Boulevard, Crawley RH10 1UZ. 
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Planning News Email Notifications 

a. Consultation Commencement Alert: 6.1.21 
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b. Notification of Habitats Regulations Assessment Publication: 19.1.21 
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c. Consultation Extension Alert: 3.2.21 
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d. Consultation Extension Alert – Notification of Viability Study Publication: 19.3.21 
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e. Consultation Extension Alert – Notification of Duty to Cooperate Statement Publication: 15.4.21 
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f. Consultation Extension Alert: 14.5.21 
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g. Consultation Extension Alert – Notification of Transport Modelling Study Publication: 18.5.21 
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h. Final Close of Consultation Alert: 23.6.21 
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Economy and Planning 
Contact name: Clem Smith  Date: 6 January 2021 
Email: strategic.planning@crawley.gov.uk Direct line: 01293 438567 
 
 
 
 
 

Name 
Address line 1 
Address line 2 
Address line 3 
Post code 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
You may be aware that Crawley Borough Council is in the process of preparing an 
updated Local Plan. When adopted, the new Local Plan will set out planning policies 
to guide development in the borough until 2037. It is an important document that is 
required by national policy to ensure that Crawley plans for its current and future 
needs as the town’s population grows, including those relating to housing, 
employment, infrastructure and open space. 
 
Crawley is one of the leading employment locations in the south east, with around 
36,500 Crawley residents working in the borough, and a further 43,000 people 
commuting in from the wider area. However, as a result of Crawley’s limited land 
supply, which has been significantly constrained as a result of the requirement to 
safeguard land for a possible southern runway at Gatwick Airport, it has not 
historically been possible to meet Crawley’s employment land needs. This has 
meant that Crawley has required support from its neighbours in meeting its 
employment land needs, with the recently designated Horley Strategic Business 
Park helping to meet office needs that could not be provided for within Crawley due 
to a lack of land supply. 
 
The council is now reviewing its Local Plan, and as part of this process, we are 
required to undertake an assessment of employment land needs and supply. This 
has identified that taking account of existing planning permissions and available 
sites in main employment areas, there is a need for a minimum 24.1 hectares of 
new industrial and warehouse land over the plan period to 2037. Crawley’s 
economy has been significantly affected by the current pandemic, particularly given 
the impacts on aviation and related sectors, with 41 per cent of eligible local jobs 
being supported by the Job Retention Scheme as of August 2020. Identification of 
new land for employment will be key in supporting Crawley’s economic recovery and 
helping it diversify to make it more resilient. 
 
For these reasons, there is a pressing need to identify new land for employment 
growth in Crawley. Through the Local Plan process, a number of sites have been 
promoted to the council for the development of a strategic employment location that 
is capable of meeting the outstanding business land needs. In light of continued 
uncertainty regarding national policy and the requirements to safeguard land in the 
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Local Plan for a potential southern runway at Gatwick Airport, only one of the sites 
promoted for employment growth can be allocated at this time. 
 
This is at land east of Balcombe Road and south of the M23 spur road, referred to 
as Gatwick Green (please see location map below). It is proposed that this site will 
be allocated through the Local Plan for delivery of a strategic employment location 
that will provide, as a minimum, 24.1 hectares of new industrial land, predominantly 
for B8 storage and distribution uses. 
 

 
It will be vital that development is carefully planned to ensure it is delivered in a 
sustainable manner and that it is appropriate to its surroundings. In recognition of 
the sensitive location of the site, draft Local Plan Policy EC4, which allocates the 
site, has been drafted to outline clear parameters that the development will be 
required to address. 
 
This will ensure that development is carefully designed and laid out to achieve an 
appropriate transition to, and relationship with, neighbouring residential and 
countryside, requiring that appropriate landscaping and public open space is in 
place to reinforce the identity of the site and its separation from Gatwick, Horley and 
wider countryside. Other issues covered in detail include the proposed uses on the 
site, site transport and access, sustainable design, protection of ecology and 
important natural features, and ensuring it complements other employment locations 
including Crawley town centre, Manor Royal and the proposed office-led Horley 
Strategic Business Park. 
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It is important to be clear that the anticipated built area of any scheme is much 
smaller than the allocated site boundary shown in the Local Plan, with the 
expectation that development is comprehensively masterplanned with appropriate 
supporting transport infrastructure and landscaping provided to ensure protection of 
the amenity of nearby properties. Issues that will merit particularly careful 
consideration will include the relationship of the site with the designated Gatwick 
Wood Biodiversity Opportunity Area and existing properties that border the site, and 
an appropriate landscape buffer will be required to retain a sense of separation 
between the site and adjoining countryside and settlements. 
 
The proposed allocation of this site is one of the main reasons that the council is 
repeating consultation on its draft Local Plan, to ensure that residents and 
businesses in the area are able to comment, both on the principle of the allocation 
and on the detail of the policy itself. The draft Crawley Local Plan has been 
published for a period of public consultation that commences 6 January 2021 and 
will run until 5pm on 17 February 2021. Further detail on the Local Plan can be 
viewed at crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview  
 
All feedback received will be considered by an independent Planning Inspector, who 
will determine whether the proposed allocation, and the Local Plan as a whole, is 
sound and legally compliant. There will also be an opportunity to take part in the 
formal examination hearings should you wish to raise any points before the 
Inspector. 
 
We are writing to let you know about this change so that you can use this 
opportunity to send in comments if you wish. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Clem Smith 
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Economy and Planning 
Contact name: Anthony Masson / Ian Warren Date: 6 January 2021 
Email: strategic.planning@crawley.gov.uk Direct line: 01293 438644 
 
 
 
 
 

Name 
Address line 1 
Address line 2 
Address line 3 
Post code 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear  

 
 
Regulation 19 Consultation – 6 January 2021 to 17 February 2021 
 
We are writing to you as someone who may have an interest in land or 
property which is directly referred to in the Local Plan or in one of the 
following supporting documents: 

- Housing Trajectory 
- Employment Land Trajectory 
- Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 

 
We are seeking views on the Crawley Submission draft Local Plan 
(known as Regulation 19). This is the next stage in producing a Local 
Plan that will guide development in the borough for a 15-year period. It 
contains strategic planning policies and principles which will shape the 
future of the town and will be used in the consideration of planning 
applications. 
 
 
We would like to thank everyone that has participated in the process to 
date, as the feedback provided at each stage has enabled us to prepare a 
document that we believe to be a robust plan for the future. 
 
If you have already submitted a response to the earlier Regulation 19 
consultation, carried out between 20 January and 2 March 2020, you do 
not have to re-submit these comments. Responses from the previous 
Regulation 19 consultation will be submitted, in full, to the Secretary of 
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State for the Local Plan’s examination, along with all responses received 
during this consultation.  
 
New responses on the changes which have been made to the Local Plan 
subsequently or the new evidence documents are welcomed. 
Representations will need to be properly made to be considered by the 
Inspector as part of the examination. Please let us know, in writing, if you 
are responding to withdraw your previous objections.  
 
You can view the consultation Submission draft Local Plan, Sustainability 
Appraisal and Habitats Regulation Assessment and the accompanying 
documents on our website at: www.crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview 
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, paper copies of the documents are not 
currently available in the Town Hall or the Libraries.  
 
All comments made must be submitted in writing by completing the 
representation form. This can be done by using one of the following 
methods: 
 
Online using the council’s eform available at: 
http://www.crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview 
 
Or our paper form which is also available on the above website and can 
be sent by: Email: strategic.planning@crawley.gov.uk  
 
Post: Strategic Planning, Crawley Borough Council, Town Hall, The 
Boulevard, Crawley RH10 1UZ. 
 
Copies of the representation form and supporting guidance on how you 
can respond can be downloaded online at 
www.crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
Strategic Planning Team 
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