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Environment Agency defences are shown with a
standard of protection which is against a 20% AEP event
or more. Man-made and natural defences which may
arise, for instance due to the presence of naturally high
ground adjacent to a settlement, have been considered.
Formal structural defences are given a rating by the
Environment Agency based on a grading system for their
condition from very poor to very good. There  were no
defences in the study area with a rating of very good or
very poor. The ratings are defined below:
Very Good - Cosmetic defects with no effect on
performace.
Good - Minor defects that will not reduce overall
performance.
Fair- Defects that could reduced performance.
Poor - Defects that would significantly reduce
performace.
Very Poor - Severe defects causing complete
performance failure.


